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As demand for West Coast lumber dropped in the early 1950’s, three organizations—The British Columbia Lumber
Manufacturer’s Association, the Plywood Manufacturers’ Association of British Columbia, and the Consolidated
Red Cedar Shingle Association of British Columbia—came together to start a new coalition called Western Woods.
In order to increase the market for their products, Western Woods began the Trend House program which would
showcase their wood products in modern and affordable homes.

After the success of the 1952 pilot Trend House in Etobicoke, Ontario, ten subsequent houses were built in major
cities across Canada. Local architects were selected to ensure the designs would be tailored to suit the local
climate, economy, and tastes, but all homes were to give viewers an idea of upcoming trends in design and
construction techniques that were now possible using their wood products. The entirety of each home was to be
constructed and finished using Western Wood products, while the interior was furnished in Canadian designed
pieces sourced by Eatons. Further, all appliances, lighting, and electrical were of the latest technologies.

In the spring of 1954, the Trend Houses were opened to the public and on display until the end of summer. An
extensive advertising campaign in local newspapers encouraged people to visit, eventually drawing over 1.2
million visitors nationally. After this exhibition period, the homes were given over to their owners to be lived in.
Most have since been renovated, and in a few unfortunate cases—demolished. This exhibition will display the
homes in their original condition and showcase the trends that became popular in the years to follow.
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Trend House Online Exhibit Etobicoke, Ontario

Architect Fred Brodie of
Sharp Thompson Berwick Pratt
Address 48 Rathburn Rd.
Size 1000 Sq. Ft
Client Hugh MacDonald
Condition Demolished in 2006

The Etobicoke house was the first model home to be built by Western
Woods. Originally the house was intended to be built on the grounds of
an international trade fair in Toronto, but was it was later decided to locate
the home in the treed area of Etobicoke. The house was to showcase to
Eastern Canadians the possibilities of building with West Coast wood. The
1000 square foot house was made to appeal to the typical post-war family
of average income, while employing a modern, clean aesthetic, and using
Western Wood materials—such as the cedar siding which wraps the home.
The house is a two-storey rectangular structure with a low-pitched roof and
an attached flat roof carport. Inside, the open-plan and exposed structure
give the small house a spacious feeling and highlights the advantages of
using wood as a primary building and finishing material.

The exhibition of the home drew over 200,000 visitors, prompting the
expansion of the Trend House Program and the building of 10 subsequent
homes across Canada.
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A lovely wooded section of Saanich provides the attvactive setting for this unigue
and compact bome at 3516 Richmond Road. Here, vou see versatile Western
Woods used in perfect harmony with aveas of glass and brick. Exterior walls of
natural stained Pacific Coast Hemlock drop siding illustrate the modern beauty
and appeal of this traditionally practical material. The deep, parallel shadow lines
of the handsome Red Cedar Shingle roof are achicved by double coursing every
fourth row of shingles.




Trend House Online Exhibit Victoria, British Columbia

Architect
Address
Size
Client
Condition

Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits

WIHNIFEG
ARCHITECTUR
CUMDATION

John Di Castri

3516 Richmond Road

825 Sq. Ft

Gwen Cash

Still Standing

Restored

On Canadian Register of Historic
Places since 2004

Pacific Coast Hemlock
Red Cedar Shingles
Pacific Coast Hemlock

Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock
Pacific Coast Hemlock
Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood

www.winnipegarchitecture.ca

At 825 square ft, the Victoria Trend House is the smallest

of the series. The house, which is now protected under the
Canadian Register of Historic Places, was one of the first
modernist buildings in Victoria and a strong departure from
other modernist projects which were mostly box structures. It
is set in the forested area of Sannich, pointing northwest. The
dual roof-line of the home is supported by diamond trusses,
and clerestory windows sit between the two overhangs. A
masonry chimney is visible from the outside, and the copper
hood is a defining characteristic of the home. Inside, red
cedar plank ceiling is used, and floor to ceiling windows line
the backside of the house.



Trend House Online Exhibit Victoria, British Columbia

Pacific Coast Hemlock Siding

Western Red Cedar Ceiling

Fir Plywood Cabinets

Western Red Cedar Ceiling

Fir Plywood Built-Ins

Pacific Coast Hemlock Paneling

DINING

TERRACE | CARPORT

i
STORAG A

LIVING

MAIN FLOOR PLAN

W ML
| | ARCHITECTUR www.winnipegarchitecture.ca

N7



s gl ’
e
oy b L

[} - b_ -

Situated overlooking Vancouver barbor at 4342 Skyline Drive in the mountainside
suburb of Forest Hills, this spacious home of Western Woods blends perfectly with
its natural surroundings. The attractive, split-level plan provides an ideal separa-
tion of relaxing, slecping and working areas that means maximum space for active
family-living, Vertical Western Red Cedar boarding with extended shiplap joint

of texture and color inside and out. The beautiful Red Cedar Shingle
ed with wide overbangs fo give maximum protection from the

elements,




Trend House Online Exhibit Vancouver, British Columbia

Architect
Address
Size

Condition

Exterior Finish

Roof

Framing

Joists

Beams

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing

Roof Sheathing
Soffits
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Davidson & Porter
4342 Skyline Drive

1880 Sq. Ft

Still Standing
Included in District of North
Vancouver’'s modern heritage inventory

Vertical Western Red Cedar
Boarding with extended shiplap joint
Red Cedar Shingles

Western Red Cedar

Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock

Pacific Coast Cypress

Douglas Fir Plywood

Western Red Cedar

Western Red Cedar

Pacific Coast Cypress

www.winnipegarchitecture.ca

The ascending section of the split-level Trend House in
Vancouver is capped with an asymmetrical pitched roof

that extends over the carport. The living room is located

on the upper floor and features floor to ceiling windows to
maximize the view of North Vancouver’s waterfront. A half
storey below the living area sits the dining room and kitchen.
Divisions between these spaces are minimal, using either
half walls or built-ins to separate the rooms. The bedrooms
in the house are on the lowest and most private floor. At the
time, the house was praised for using new materials and
technologies such as fiberglass insulation, copper plumbing,
and thermostat temperature control.



Trend House Online Exhibit Vancouver, British Columbia 9
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Trend House Online Exhibit Vancouver, British Columbia 10
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An attractive combination of Western Woods is featured in this charming home
at 8331 - 120th Street in Windsor Park. Double-coursed walls of handsome Red
Cedar machine-grooved shakes, harmonizing in color and texture with a roof of
Red Cedar Shingles, create an inviting exterior that’s as durable as it is beantiful.
Gray panels above and below windows and on garage door are plastic-surfaced,
water proof-glee Douglas Fir Plywood. The lattice treatment of the entranceway
and the mfnﬁaug above the garage are interesting features of the design.



Trend House Online Exhibit Edmonton, Alberta

Architect
Address

Size

Condition
Exterior Finish

Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits
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Dewar, Stevenson & Stanley
8331-120th St

1280 Sq. Ft

Demolished

Red Cedar, machine grooved shakes;
Grey plastic-surfaced waterproof-glue
Douglas Fir Plywood are above and
below windows and on garage door

Red Cedar Shingles
Pacific Coast Hemlock

Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Western Red Cedar
Douglas Fir Plywood

www.winnipegarchitecture.ca
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The Edmonton Trend House has a warm exterior of double-
coursed Red Cedar shakes, with a yellow lattice overhang
and decorative entrance feature. The open-plan living, dining,
and kitchen area is pushed to the back of the house allowing
it to make use of floor to ceiling windows which overlook

a recessed backyard. A unique feature of the home is the
Douglas Fir Plywood built-in wall unit which combines a
television, radio, fireplace, and storage space.



Trend House Online Exhibit Edmonton, Alberta 13
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Trend House Online Exhibit Edmonton, Alberta 14
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The natural beanty and individuality of Western Woods is expressed to the full in
this distinctive home at 4738 Elbow Dvive (at S.W. Foriy-Seventh Avenue) in
Elboya. This view from the rear veveals functional, split-level design which
takes full advantage of lot contours and gives spaciousness and privacy to all living
arcas, Natural finished, knotty Western Red Cedar siding gives character to the
attractive exterior. Pitched voof is Red Cedar Shingles, while one-storey wing is
spanncd by solid Western Red Cedar plank to form the sloping roof-ceiling. Yﬂ'ﬁ)w
windoe pawels and door fo balcony are plastic-surfaced Douglas Fir Plywood.



Trend House Online Exhibit  Calgary, Alberta

Architect
Address
Size
Condition

Exterior Finish

Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits

Rule, Wynn & Rule
730 47th Ave SW
1516 Sq. Ft

Still Standing

Restored but largely original
On city registry of heritage
buildings since 2015

Natural finish, Vertical Knotty Western
Red Cedar; Yellow plastic-surfaced
Douglas Fir Plywood exterior window
panels and door to balcony

Red Cedar Shingles

Western Red Cedar

Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock

Douglas Fir Plywood

Western Red Cedar

Cedar Planking, Douglas Fir Plywood
Western Red Cedar
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While the deep, sloped site of the Calgary Trend House
allows for a T-shaped plan and split-level section, from the
street the house resembles a modest 1950’s rectangular
bungalow. The home is designed in this way to separate the
private (bedrooms, bathroom, laundry, and playroom) from
the more public (living, dining, kitchen, and powder room)
areas of use. A stair-core and breezeway connect the two
programs as well as the two structural systems, and a built-
in sideboard provides a permeable division between these
areas. Because of its T-shaped plan, every room in the
house has full size windows without forfeiting the privacy of
the home. Unlike its neighbours, the Calgary Trend House
brings the dining room to the front of the house, enabling
views of the street to come into the home.

In addition to its unique layout which showcases the
connection between interior and exterior space, the Calgary
Trend House uses the continuation of materials to highlight
this relationship. A truss-system of glue-laminated beams
are exposed on the interior ceiling and cantilever 3’ past the
exterior walls, while window openings align with these beams
to create a thin seam. As the fireplace wall divides the living
room from the entrance, it's continuation in the entranceway
provides a sense of extension into the exterior street-scape.



Trend House Online Exhibit  Calgary, Alberta
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Simplicity of design, accented by warm colors and interesting detail, keynotes the
charm of this attractive small home at 3720 Albert Strect, in Lakeview., Nofice
bow the bright trim and handsome entranceway set off the textured beauty of the
Red Cedar Shingle roof and the siding of random width, tongue-and-groove
Western Red Cedar. Waterproof-glue Douglas Fir Plywood is used for the
panels below the windows and for the lowvres, which add interest and provide
ventilation. The decorative entrance feature is built of specialty plywood.




Trend House Online Exhibit  Regina, Saskatchewan

Architect
Address
Size
Condition

Exterior Finish

Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits
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Stock Ramsay & Associates
3720 Albert St.

1035 Sq. Ft

Still Standing

Heavily modified

Random Width Western Red Cedar;
Waterproof-glue Douglas Fir Plywood
paneling below windows and for
louvres

Red Cedar Shingles
Pacific Coast Hemlock

Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood

www.winnipegarchitecture.ca
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The entrance to the Regina house features a decorative plywood
screen and large windows into the living room that surely set
this apart as a Trend House. The openness of the home to the
street is immediately visible, and the connection between interior
and exterior is well considered.

The bedrooms are located to the west of the entrance, while the
living spaces are set along the eastern side of the house. Large
windows line this wall, and only a movable wooden screen is
used to divide the living room from the dining area.

The master bedroom features specialty plywood squares are
applied to the ceiling and one wall, complimented by the built in
plywood dresser.



Trend House Online Exhibit Regina, Saskatchewan 20
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Trend House Online Exhibit Regina, Saskatchewan 21
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Located at 762 South Drive in Fort Garry, this spacious family bome with its
flexible living areas, demonstrates to full advaniage the versatility and natural
beauty of Western Woods. Distinctive siding of Pacific Coast Hemlock reversed
board and batten provides clean vertical lines for the bouse. The beautiful roof
of long-lasting Red Cedar Shingles ensures vigid strength and outstanding resise-
ance to wind-storms and snowloads.



Trend House Online Exhibit  Winnipeg, Alberta

Architect
Address
Size
Client
Condition

Exterior Finish

Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits
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Smith, Carter, Katelnikoff
762 South Drive

1750 Sq. Ft

Walter Katelnikoff

Still Standing
Renovated

Pacific Coast Hemlock,
reverse board and batten

Red Cedar Shingles
Pacific Coast Hemlock

Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood

www.winnipegarchitecture.ca
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The Winnipeg Trend House was built in the Rural
municipality of Fort Gary and designed by Walter L.
Katelnikoff, a partner in the prominent local firm Smith,
Carter, Katelnikoff. A unique characteristic of the home is
the play area and sun-trap created by the positioning of
the car port and main house. This space is opposite the
river and easily overlooked by the kitchen.

Period advertisements boasted that the home would “stir
your imagination and give you scores of exciting ideas for
building or modernizing your own home” and “demonstrate
the beauty, versatility and practical advantages of
Canada’s famous Western Woods—~Pacific Coast
Hemlock and Western Red Cedar Lumber, Douglas Fir
Plywood, Red-Cedar Shingles and Sidewall Shakes.” The
home also demonstrated the use of other new materials,
including Dominion Inlaid Linoleum, with this company
touting their involvement in the demonstration home in the
local press. In the summer of 1954 it was estimated by a
representative of the B.C. Coast Woods trade extension
bureau that in its run as a public demonstration home
(from May to August of 1954) 762 South Drive was likely
to receive 54,000 visitors, making it “the most successful
home demonstration in the city’s history.”



Trend House Online Exhibit  Winnipeg, Manitoba

MASTER

Pacific Coast Hemlock Paneling

Pacific Coast Hemlock Floors
LIVING and Ceiling

Pacific Coast Hemlock Treads
and Risers

Douglas Fir Plywood Walls

DINING and Closets

This versatile space can be used
as a study, guest room, TV room or

o alternative dining room. In summer, it
becomes a cool sleeping area adjacent
to the breeze porch.

Direct supervision from kitchen

makes this the perfect play-space for
9 youngsters. Ideal too for kitchen garden

and outdoor dining area. It serves as a

sun-trap in winter.
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Trend House Online Exhibit  Winnipeg, Manitoba 25
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Trend House Online Exhibit  Winnipeg, Manitoba

Extension of interior master bedroom

Screened porch is now a 4-season sun room

Extension of interior living room space

Cover added over front door

Relocation of garage

Old

New
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Sétuated in Lawrence Park at 41 Weybowrne Crescent, this shillfully planned,
three-level home reveals bow successfully Western Woods can be used in this
area—as structural partners of masonry—and to bring warmih, colov and texture
to exteriors and interiors. Herve, Western Red Cedar bungalow siding ic used in
interesting contrast to the v-joint tongue-and-groove cedar on the lower walls.
Stained Red Cedar Shingles on the roof add lifetime charm and protection, Blue
painted window panels of specialty fir plywood provide colorful accent,



Trend House Online Exhibit Toronto, Ontario

Architect
Address
Size
Client
Condition

Exterior Finish

Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits
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Fleury, Arthur, and Calvert
41 Weybourne Crescent
1700 Sq. Ft

Eric Arthur

Still Standing
Original Condition

Western Red Cedar horizontal siding;
v-joint tongue in groove cedar on
lower walls; blue painted specialty Fir
Plywood window panels

Red Cedar Shingles
Western Red Cedar
Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Western Red Cedar

www.winnipegarchitecture.ca
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The Toronto Trend House sits in Lawrence Park on a sloped
site surrounded by trees. Western Red Cedar is the primary
building material here, though Ochre brick walls can be seen
on the north and south sides as per the local building code,
as well as on planters and patios. The split-level plan is open
to the front, thinning out vertically as it stretches towards the
northeast edge of the site. Horizontal window expanses extend
up until just below the roof-line, while planters span both the
interior and exterior of these windows.

The living and dining area share a large gallery wall made of
Western Red Cedar with cabinets below made of Pacific Coast
Hemlock. These are complimented by the two-way plywood
cupboards in the dining and kitchen areas.



Trend House Online Exhibit Toronto, Ontario
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Fir Plywood Two-Way Cupboards
Western Red Cedar Portable Screen
Western Red Cedar Ceiling

Western Red Cedar Interior
and Exterior Walls
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Trend House Online Exhibit Toronto, Ontario

Western Red Cedar Paneling

Plywood Paneling

Pacific Coast Hemlock
[N Paneling and Built-Ins

Pacific Coast Hemlock Floors

MASTER
BED R.

UPPER FLOOR PLAN N7
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Adaptability of Western Woods to economical new construction methods is well
illustrated in this expansible home at the corner of Stoneybrook Crescent and
Fanshawe Park Road in Stoneybrook Heights.  Savings in building time, labor
and materials were achicved by the unconventional method of framing — a series
of shap-fabricated, glued-laminated Pacific Coast Hemlock arches — with non-
bearing walls and partitions. The resul! @5 an interesting, original, exterior
and interior design and a flexible plan that’s ideal for a growing family.
Westerse Red Cedar bungalow siding and a Red Cedar Shingle roof complete
this home of Western Woods.



Trend House Online Exhibit London, Ontario

Architect
Address

Size

Condition
Exterior Finish
Roof

Framing
Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Planking

Philip, Carter, Johnson
544 Fanshawe Park Road E.
1180 Sq. Ft

Still Standing

Western Red Cedar siding
Red Cedar Shingles
Western Red Cedar
Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood
Western Red Cedar
Pacific Coast Hemlock

WINMNIFEG
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The open floor plan and non-load bearing wall system of the London,
Ontario Trend House has enabled the home to be used as both a
community space and a child care centre since its original use as

a family home. The one-storey house features an innovative three-
pinned arch construction using pre-fabricated, glue-laminated
Pacific Coast Hemlock arches to support the roof which are exposed
on the inside and outside of the home.

The flow of traffic within the house is centralized, allowing the living
room to be open to the rest of the house while keeping through
traffic out of the main seating area. A large brick wall and fireplace
divides the living and dining space from the utility room behind.



Trend House Online Exhibit London, Ontario 33

KITCHEN

,,,,,,,,,

LIVING

—_— — — e - - = = ml

Pacific Coast Hemlock|Ceiling Fir Plywood Built-ins  Fir Plywood Paneling Fir Plywood Closet  Future Bedroom Extension
Plywood or Garage

Fir Plywood Paneling Western Red Cedar Cupboards

MAIN FLOOR PLAN N~

W ML
| | ARCHITECTUR www.winnipegarchitecture.ca



Designed for a family with young children, this beantiful bome af 2 Woodland
Avenne in Beaurepaire, is built for a lifetime of easy living. Traditional in
appeal—if bas an imaginative and practical plan that combines the advantages of
openness in kitchen-utility-play areas with an atmosphere of privacy and relaxa-
tion in more formal zones, High-pitched roof shows off the staggercd patiern
treatment of Red Cedar Shingles. Siding & tongue-and-groove, v-joint Western
Red Cedar. White trim and colorful specialty fir plywood pawnels above the
windows add individuality to the gracious exterior,



Trend House Online Exhibit Montreal, Quebec

Architect
Address

Size

Condition
Estimated Cost
Exterior Finish
Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits
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Philio P. Goodfellow

2 Woodland Ave.

1635 Sq. Ft
Demolished

$30,000

Western Red Cedar
Red Cedar Shingles
Western Red Cedar
Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock
Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood

www.winnipegarchitecture.ca
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The Montreal Trend House had a lively exterior featuring Western
Red Cedar siding and Fir Plywood panels above the windows.
The white trim highlighted the warm-toned woods and large
windows that connected the living room to the outdoor areas. A
high-pitched roof left room for a future attic plan provided by the
architect in the drawing set, but never built. A well-loved feature
of the Montreal home was the playroom which was directly visible
from the open-plan kitchen.

The demolition of the Montreal Trend House faced debate about
the historical importance of the home and the limits of ownership.



Trend House Online Exhibit Montreal, Quebec
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Trend House Online Exhibit

Montreal, Quebec

STORAGE
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Trend House Online Exhibit Montreal, Quebec

Michael Fish

Architect

45 rue Saint-Thomas
Longueuil, QC

J4H 274

Tel 450-679-4277
hamelinfish@sympatico.ca

2011-04-16
Subject: Comments on the report by Michel Vardalas M.Sc. Ing. Dated
24 February 2011

To whom it may concern,

I have read the report above mentioned and | have looked at the
photos accompanying it. The following are reflections paragraph by
paragraph of what has been written and shown.

The report notes that previous damage was done before he arrived
“probably from previous evaluations, so he was able to see the walls
and roof.”

The engineer gives a summary description of the structure on page 1
and a summary drawing of same on page 4. There is no assessment
of whether the structure is sound or not at this point.

An ‘unfinished’ crawl space under the ground floor is mentioned. He
notes that the attached garage has a concrete slab for a floor.

Noted is the fact that the floor joists which he measured at 2x8’s at 16”
centres do not support the 40 Ib per square foot loading prescribed
by Tables in the current National Building Code. There is no mention of
whether the floor is springy, appears to be insecure or other comment.
The species of wood used for joists is not noted. Dense species

such as BC Fir joists can span much larger spaces than, say, eastern
spruce and still conform to the codes. Under the circumstances, |
would submit that if the floor was springy enough to leave someone
standing on it with a feeling of insecurity, difficult to believe with a

WIHNIFEG
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house sold a few times over fifty years, even more so when the house
had literally hordes of people trooping through it when it was first
built, but even assuming that the floor appears to need stiffening, a
number of simple inexpensive solutions present themselves. Probably
the easiest and least expensive would be the installation of a dwarf
partition of 2x3’S on a wood plate bearing on the sand of the crawl
space and wedged under the joists would cure the situation. The cost
would be around a hundred dollars for materials and a few hours of
carpentry work. If this is a problem, it is minor, to say the least, and it
cannot be counted as a defect in the building.

On page 2 of The Report, it is stated that “some floor joists had
warped, that the main beam had cracks (noted on picture No 1)
and that overloading and lack of cross bracing contributed to this.”
Cross bracing and/or strapping are pretty easily added to any open
floor to make it stronger. Cracks in a main beam do not diminish its’
resistance. All large pieces of wood check when dried.

One has always to be suspicious of blanket statements about
conditions when described like, “...All the floors are wavy, out of level,
.7 etc . The dip toward the centre of the house is almost certainly the
result of beam and joist shrinkage as green wood dries out after a few
months, a minor condition which can be cured with many or several
wedges, whichever is the easiest remedy.

Excessive humidity in any crawl space is caused by insufficient
ventilation in the crawl space. Normally, two or three 4 to 6 inch
diameter holes from the crawl space with a vent-well or a goose-neck
connection to the outside are installed. This keeps crawl spaces dry.
In the coldest winter months, these vents are closed. Humidity can
be reduced if the crawl space has a vapour barrier installed under a
blinding (usually of crushed stone) over the entire area of the space.
Cost if not already in place — under a thousand dollars for a vapor
barrier, and an equivalent amount for stone, and three of four days
work for a labourer.

Excessive humidity is not a defect justifying anything other than simple
cheap correction. Note also that unoccupied homes always have high
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humidity from the Ground. The humidity in the basement may also
have been temporary.

In a following paragraph, reference is made to “...water infiltration...
and advanced rotting of wood was seen....  (see pictures 3 and 4).
Most houses fifty years old have had water infiltration problems at
some time. These, if they go on can rot some wood. They don’t rot
out enough wood to threaten the continued use of any building. The
Picture 3 and 4 do not show extensive rot. If extensive rot had been
seen and a camera was present, one would expect to see many
examples in pictures. They are not here. If one is responsible, one has
to have more proof of their presence, in my opinion.

A couple of paragraphs discuss at length the “lack of insulation

and a vapour barrier... in walls and roofs”. The insulation does not
conform to the current recommendations, but the house should not

be condemned for that (see discussion of heat losses above and the
economy of different corrections for the same). It is not a defect. At
most, it is a minor deficiency with no real loss of value. And there is an
effective vapour barrier everywhere.

Ventilation above insulation in roofs is an important consideration.
Sloped roofs from the period often performed well with little or no
ventilation. If a house was humidified, problems could arise and other
factors could cause other problems. However, if and when problems
would arise, they would show immediate damage and these would
have to be addressed immediately. The provision of ventilation from
eaves to roof ridge is, again a matter of diagnosing the exact condition
at the eaves and at the roof ridge and the appropriate hardware
purchased. In looking at photos of the house, especially with snow

on the roof, | suspect that the roof performs well. But | cannot be
absolutely sure of this. The visit by Michael Goodfellow when he
looked at the house with his son, a couple of years ago, and saw no
damage of the sort that he should have seen if the roof design and an
insufficiency of ventilation over the insulation was a problem. There is a
reference to the fact that there is no air space over the insulation. That
may be why there has been no problem. The rule is: Walls don’t need
an air space with ventilation on the outside of the insulation. Steep
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roofs with full insulation may not need ventilation,

even should not need insulation. The flatter the roof, the more need
there is for an air space There is more likely to be a problem with
flat roofs, lots of insulation, air space, even ventilated, which is
insufficiently high above the insulation. There may be a defect here,
but it is not shown and it is not sufficient to condemn the house for
sure.

The report continues by pointing out that the height to parts of certain
ceilings, being exposed structural beams with coffer spaces above
them constitutes a defect. We would reject that conclusion. The
detailing was done to enhance the aesthetic quality of the building.

Lastly on page 2 he notes a cracked garage floor and cracked
foundations. | would counter that all slabs not reinforced, will crack due
to shrinkage. This is a very minor defect. All foundations not reinforced
will also crack. Serious cracks are easily closed and repaired. The
kinds of cracks we are talking about here are minor deficiencies, easily
corrected that affect nothing of value to the building.

With reference to floor drains, they were not required when the house
was built. If they are necessary they can be put in for a few thousand
dollars. They are quite likely not necessary. With regard to water
infiltration shown in pictures 5,6,7, and 8 (showing the same condition
four times). This is probably caused by the car tracking in wet or the
grade outside keeping water against the building. Gardening for the
latter, a drain, if it is the cause for the former.

Mr. Vardalas mentions that the interior walls and ceilings are of prefinished
plywood (one of the demonstration materials in the demonstration house)
He notes that the plywood is ¥4 inches thick and that “all the panels have
separated at the seams.”. It is difficult to comment on this, except to say
that if all of the panels have separated at the seams, then the panels must
have been intended to have been installed in this fashion. Several reasons
for this come to mind; among which are the fact that a separated joint

is more aesthetically pleasing than a joint that just misses being flush or
that will shrink open after a period of time. | can’'t accept that this would
constitute a defect in the house.
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Mr. Vardalas speculates, “that the house was built as a summer
cottage”. Objectively, even a summer cottage would use the same
standards as any other home built anywhere in an Urban setting
intended for occupation year round. In fact the history of the house
firmly establishes that it was a demonstration house promoting new
building techniques and materials for better living. Its’ success as such
is attested to by the numerous homes built in a similar fashion,, with
similar materials, with similar design theories for better living all over
the country. There is nothing remotely defective here.

The house is criticized for being built “low to the ground.” The pictures
showing the siding at the level of the grade show no rot or other
deterioration. The wood is California Redwood which is extremely
resistant to rot. The fact that the ground touches it hasn’t caused any
deterioration. As well, the ground level around many homes especially
in a wooded area will rise after many years with grass and leaf rot
contributing most of the rise in level, (Carbon capture, you know)

All the photos of the house when it was built, show that the siding

is well above the grade according to best practice. A few hours of
landscaping to lower the level of the grass at the house will improve
the situation. There is no defect here.

Mr. Vardalas asserts that the house is lower than the street. The house
was built when the street was a country road. The lot is very large. The
soil absorbs standing water. Without knowledge of the exact soil on
which the building is built, one cannot say for sure that standing water
is a problem on the site or not. My own professional experience over
many years with soil in this area is that sand is present everywhere. If
so, standing water will disappear before running into the building.

With respect to the conclusions of the Engineer Vardalas

His recommendations are out of proportion. The ground floor structure
needs nothing. It might benefit from some stiffening at almost no cost.

With respect to the blanket assertions about widespread rot in the
building:
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There are but two photos showing some rot of a very minor character.
One would expect that if there is any more rot, this engineer would
have dozens of photos to prove it. With respect, no serious person with
or without expertise can accept this assertion.

The landscaping being completely started over which he recommends
can also be called gardening at pretty small scale. In no way does it
contribute to serious damage of any sort on the house.

The Photos by Mr. Vardalas follow with my comments and captions in a
separate file.

| conclude that there is no evidence in this report that supports the

demolition of the house. If it is demolished, it therefore becomes
nothing but an act of willful vandalism.

Michael Fish



A beantiful seaward view determined the design and plan of this attractive family
bame. Here, Red Cedar machine-g i, sidewall shakes, painted sage greem,
feane wf with natwral-finished, vertical Western Bed Cedar siding to create an
exterior of beauty and durability. The roof of Red Cedar Shingles provides
superior resistance to smow-loads and windstorms. This view from the strect
points up the pleasant contrast between shakes and siding, and shows the inter-
esting lattice breabment of the entranceway.
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Architect
Address

Size

Exterior Finish

Roof

Framing

Joists

Floor Sheathing
Wall Sheathing
Roof Sheathing
Soffits

Davidson, Duffus, Romans & Davis
5885 Balmoral Rd.
1360 Sq. Ft

Red Cedar Sidewall Shakes;
Vertical Western Red Cedar

Red Cedar Shingles
Pacific Coast Hemlock

Fir, Pacific Coast Hemlock
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
Douglas Fir Plywood
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The Halifax Trend House is a split-level home with a large open-
plan living and dining area located at the back of the house. The
extruded and angled living room wall maximizes the view from the
dining area and provides distinction between the living room and
dining area while minimizing walls and maintaining an open feeling.
The random-width cedar paneling in the living room brings the
treed backyard into the interior space.

The sloped site allows for a large windows and a well-lit basement,
which contains two of the three bedrooms on the sloped side, and
a bathroom and storage where there is less availability of natural
light.
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Interview with Contractors

Which features in construction of the Trend House you are building deo you like

particularly?

LW Granger (Thormhill, 20y
Artur F. Bohme (Reging, 5K
C.L. Brown (Calgary, AB)

E . Ditinar (Yanzouwer, B

L& D'Arcy [Victorz, BC)

W Gordon Bryson (Menireal, Q)

Whi?

LYY Granger (Thormhill, 0y

Artaur = Bobme (Hagina, 5K

C.L. Brown (Calgary, 48]

EW. Difinar (Yanaeauyar, BC)

L& Darey [Vistara, BO)

W, Gordon Bryson (Menireal, QC)

Uze of zplit-lewel design
The all-gplywoad sheathing.
The open bearm ceiling joist

Liwing roam and play area ars at highest level
with bedroomsz below. Thiz gvez maximum
wew whers mest appreciated. Too, the arsas of
mioet wees flow logsther.

The truz=s type of roof.

Thes lumbsr—ooth reugh freming and finizhad
atoch and of course the graat use of plywood.

Because it makss the Dest use of the ot which
slopes from the bock to the front

Firctly the coat of material ard applizotica iz
o graatar than with ghip-log. Secondly, the
atrangth factar (eliminotion of cormar-angle
bracng). Thirdly, plywood sheathing 12 n dzelf
a aatiefactary wind break.

Zimplifiez conctruction.

Eliminating deors, wallz, and passagsways
giing greotect feeling of gpooouaonesas.

The truzses ora prefokricated an the ground

and lister into place, which in fact saves man
noura. aloe al owa for fowr to five four cantreo
and & saves on matsnals

It 1z dry: clear granad and straight; eooy

10 handle. Good guality matsrial ic 2 kvayo
fraated with mars rasgact by carsentars
therefor producing a better job. Uss

of phywood opesde produciion and provideo g
zfrangar structural “shin® than da other forms of
chaathing.
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Can you note down here logical improvements over atandard home construction
practice which you have found in the Trend House you are building?

LW Granger (Thormbil ON)

Arthur F. Bohims [Fegina, SH)

L. Brown [Calgary. AB)

L&, DArcy (Vodanz, BC)

W. Gordon Bryson (Montreal, OO

| think the use= of phwood for sub-floor

and Inolsum undarlay in one application and
alza for roof sheathing saves labour costs.
Truzeed roof makes for quicker roof framing.
Weod chinglec for durability and appsarance.

Tha extaneive ues of herme-pane with wood
wvertilation louvres below.

Heoof and eaiing strusture. Heoting, Wind owes.

Open planning 1z poooikle under truas type
roof, Mullions iretaled as oeanng slppots
2o allowing larger glaza amsas Firsplaces
designed =o as to be incorporated o5 wall
secticns showing nzide and out.

Strength and speed of erection inherent in
plywood shesthing. Use of 1 14" « 86" TEG
W-joint elear plank flooring over 3 beamed
ground flozr, eeiling cuts labour time and ic
very pleaszing to they ave from toth above and
alow. Drywall Leing ol wood producta.

Do you agree the Trend House you are building will influenca more people in
your area inte building their own home?

LW Granger (Thormbil ON)
Artbur F Bobmes [Fegima, SH)
C.L. Brown [Calgary, AH)

EW. Oifner (Vancouwver, BC|

L& Dfroy {Wictaria, BC)

W. Giordon Bryson (Maontreal, G5

Yes, | do.

Should bave soma influsnce

This Trend Houre will create great intsrest
Camplstsly un-orthodeox decign and olever
arrangsment of bailt-in featuree chould create
graat interset and influsnos.

Yao.

Yaz, | belove ao.

Can you explain briefly why vou believe this?

LW Granger (Thorbil OR)

Becauzs it oifsrz ownars an oppartunity to gat
a more useful plan ard exciting interiors to cuit
thair cown needs
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Arthur F. Bolme (Regina, SK)

G L. Browr [Calgary, AB)

E.W. Ditfner (Nanoouver, BC)

L& Darey (Wietora, BO)

W Gordon Bryeon (Mortreal, O0C)

With the sxiensive adwartizing campaign

together with the fact that people wil be able to

actually osa for themoehes oome of the
festurez of modern houss consfruction. After al
trers ie ol @ cefinite housing chortage

in the city of Regina.

Tha gaol alena of this porticuar Trend Hougs
mzy cortal some from building, but there are
rany features of the house that can be

adagted for uzs in mare sconoemical bousing.

Mozt homes ars built of lumber and covered
aval tha plaster. sluceo. and paint. Tha Trand
Houge features our nalive woods ag they
should be. A greater awersness of wood
conotruction ic needed.

Tha Trend Houza will dhew the publia what con
be den= by breaking oway from conventional
construction, ard alzo chow the plaging effects
poeazible with commaenslase drysall matsnalz.

Im thiz area there iz a grest d=al of “merchart”
builldng dene with vary ctardardized shalter
the result Mew nomes of a higher cost range
very affen appenr ag "og hrothers’ to those
housing unit homsz. | balisvs the Trand Houss
will make peocle raalize more and more the
volas inherent in @ home individually
dezignad and built with high quality matarialz

Az a8 builder, do you agree that the Trend House you arz building will set new
homebuilding faghione which will bocome commonplace in yeare to come? Can
vou indicate what seme of these might be?

LW, Grarger [Thormnill, OM}

Arthur F. Bohms (Regina, Sk

CL. Browe [Calgary, AB)

Yea, Toronto iz an ares where coople think a
salid brick houzs iz the anly thing, but | belisve
aur Treng Houze will prove that wood used with
brick s mush mors attractive. The living roocm
at the raar for privacy and window wallz arg.

Yes, possinly with more exensive uze of
phowoodn, greater uge of thermopanes.

Yer. | think the main facture of roof and beam
joist design will become popular in ime, but
will raquite an educational program to put soch
idean over.

Interview with Contractors

LA, Dfrey (Yietoria, BIC)

W. Gorden Bryson (Maontreal, QC)
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vigw can be had they would ssem to add
to pood living.

Yoo, Tha plaosing combination of pitohed
chingle rood and flat built-ug rect areas
couples with extsncve oreaz of glaco cimply
netalled.

Of courze it must be remamberad tha: fins
nomes using succencfild new mzterials

and ideaz hawve bean bult befora the Trerd
Houzesz, but i feal that the Trand House dus o
5 special advertising treatment, will indeed
“zell" the mew ideas. Some of these would oe:
Uzs of mare forsst products az finzhss, and
apen plamning.

Do you plan to use any of the new ideas in Trend House in future homes you

build?

LW, Grarger (Tharkil, Q0)
Arthur B Bohme (Reging, SK)

G L Brown (Calgany 4B

EW. Dnffrer (Manoouwver, BO)

L& OArey {Yiotoniz, BC)

W. Gorden Breeon (Mantreal, QG
Can you indicate what they are?

LW, Grargar (Tharbill QR

Arthur B Bohma (Fegina. SGK)

L Brown (Calgary. SE)

EWY. Diffrer [Wancouver, BC)

L& D&rcy (Micloria, BCY

'W. Gordon Bryson (Montreal, QC)

\CES
Ve,

Yan, | cartainly do

Truzzad Boof Uss of decorative wonos ingide
and cut

Ware uze of bult-in features. greater uae of
olywooda.

Hoof decign. Some of the window deasigna.

| belisws the eplit-ievel home would be 2 great
zeller. Economically t © 8 compromice
oabtwesn the weo-glarey and thea
all-ern-ons-floor, and iz more livaizls than sither.

Az above {quesstion G
‘Wood shingle roof, wood finishes i and ouf;

apen plarning in all dmensicna; as muech uze
of olass az e feas ke builk-in furniturs,
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Naver has glass played so impartant a
part in architecturs. It givea full scope for
the most imaginative plan . . . lends
itself to modern tastes . . . blonds with
any structural materisl. Glase ean mean
eclourful bathroom and kitchen walls,
mirrors that double the spaciousness of
rooms, and windows that insulate an wall
&8 admit light. When you see the Trend
House, take note of what can be dons
through the skiliful vusa of glass
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You ane invited
1o vibit the
“TREND HOUSE"

Anaconda Copper Tubing is nsed exclusively
for the plombing systems of Canada's “Trend
Houses™, If you are planning a new home, be
sure to investigate the long term protection and
economy of copper tubing for plumbing and
heating lines; copper eavestroughs, downspouts,
flashiogs and valleys; solid brass or bronze
hardware: bronze insect screens: and an Everdur®
(copper-silicon alloy) rustproof bot water

storage tank.
Y Ansrands Trades Mad

AnaconDA
AMERICAN BRASS LIMITED

’ Writa for cor free booklet, “'Coppar Protects Your Homa™,
* o Anoconda Amarican Brass Limited. Maln OFica and
Plant, New Toronle, Onterie. Monireal Odfics, 919 Domlinica

Squars Bullding.
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